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	June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. 

	June
28.  Assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to throne of Austria-Hungary, and his wife at Sarajevo, Bosnia. 

July
28. Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia.
29. Russian mobilisation ordered. 

August
1. Germany declares war on Russia. France orders mobilisation.
2. Germany demands free passage through Belgium.
3. Germany declares war on France.
3.  Belgium rejects Germany's demand.
4. Germany at war with Belgium. Troops under Gen. Von Kluck cross border. Halted at Liege. Great Britain at war with Germany. Kitchener becomes Secretary of War. Wilson proclaims US neutrality
5. President Wilson tenders good offices of United States in interests of peace.
6. Austria Hungary at war with Russia.
7. French forces invade Alsace. Gen. Joffre in supreme command of French army. Montenegro at war with Austria. Great Britain's Expeditionary Force lands at Ostend, Calais and Dunkirk.
8. Serbia at war with Germany.
12. Great Britain at war with Austria-Hungary. Montenegro at war with Germany.
14. Battle of the Frontiers begins
17. Belgian capital removed from Brussels to Antwerp.
19.  Canadian Parliament authorises raising expeditionary force.
20. Germans occupy Brussels.
23. Japan at war with Germany. Begins attack on Tsingtau.
24. Germans enter France near Lille.
25. Austria at war with Japan.
26. Viviani becomes premier of France. Opening of the Battle of Tannenberg 
28. Austria declares war on Belgium.
30. Amiens occupied by Germans.
31. Russian army of invasion in East Prussia defeated at Tannenberg by Germans under Von Hindenburg. 

September
3. Paris placed in state of siege: Government transferred to Bordeaux.
5-10. Opening of the First Battle of the Marne. Von Kluck is beaten by Gen. Joffre, and the German army retreats from Paris to the Soissons-Rheims line.
14.  French reoccupy Amiens and Rheims.Opening of the First Battle of the Aisne; start of trench warfare.
29. Antwerp bombardment begins. 

October
2. British Admiralty announces intention to mine North Sea areas.
9. Antwerp surrenders to Germans. Government removed to Ostend.
13. British occupy Ypres.
14. Canadian Expeditionary Force of 32,000 men lands at Plymouth.
15. Germans occupy Ostend. Belgian government removed to Havre, France. 

November
5. Great Britain and France declare war on Turkey. 5. Cyprus annexed by Great Britain. 

December
8. Off the Falkland Isles, British squadron under command of Rear-Admiral Sturdee, sinks three of the German cruisers which had destroyed the Good Hope and Monmouth on Nov. 1. The Dresden escapes.
16. German squadron bombards Hartlepool, Scarborough and Whitby on east coast of England. 

	The Great War Timeline 1915 
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	January  February  March  April  May  June  July  August  September  October  November  December 

	January
First air-to-air combat, German airman killed by rifle fire from Allied aircraft.
18. Japan's Twenty-One Demands on China
19-20. First German aerial bombing of Britain, by two Zeppelins, thereby opening up a new era in the exploitation of aeronautics. During World War I, a total of 56 tons of aerial bombs was dropped on London and 214 tons on the rest of Britain. 

February
French Lieutenant Roland Garros mounts a machine gun on his aircraft, shot down first the German aircraft.
Anthony H. G. Fokker perfects his design for a synchronizing gear to allow machinegun fire through a rotating propeller.
4. Germany announces "war zone" in British waters
19. British begin naval action against the Dardenelles
10. Prussians defeated by Germans in Battle of Masurian Lakes.
18. German submarine 'blockade' of British Isles begins.
25. Allied fleet destroys outer forts of Dardanelles. 

March
1. American citizen dies in sinking of first passenger ship, the British liner, Falaba. Capt. George Van Horn Moseley of War College Divison suggests a plan for universal military training to Chief of Staff
2. Allied troops land at Kum-Kale, on Asiatic side of the Dardanelles.
3. The Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (later the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics or NACA) was established by a rider to the Naval Appropriations Act, "..to supervise and direct the scientific study of the problems of flight, with a view of their practical solution." The sum of $5,000 a year was appropriated for 5 years. The total appropriation for naval aeronautics was $1 million.
4. US Congress passed an appropriation bill of $300,000 for Army aeronautics for fiscal year 1916.
10. British take Neuve Chapelle in Flanders battle.
11. Britain announces blockade of German ports
22. Austrian fortress of Przmysl surrenders to Russians. 

April
2. President Wilson appointed the first 12 members of the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA).
16. US Navy AB-2 flying boat successfully catapulted from a barge, Lt. P. N. Bellinger as pilot.
22. Second Battle of Ypres begins. Poison gas first used by Germans in attack on Canadians at Ypres, Belgium.
23. The Secretary of War called the first meeting of the NACA in his office. Brig. Gen. George P. Scriven, Chief Signal Officer, was elected temporary Chairman, and Dr. Charles D. Walcott, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, was elected first Chairman of the important NACA Executive Committee.
American altitude record of 10,000 feet for seaplanes was established in Burgess-Dunne AH-10 by Lt. P. N. Bellinger over Pensacola, Florida.
25. British landing on Gallipoli Peninsula
26. France, Russia, Italy and Britain conclude secret Treaty of London
31. First German Zeppelin raid on London. British employed rockets in their defenses around London. 

May
1. American steamer Gulflight torpedoed off Scilly Isles byGerman submarine; 3 lives lost.
2. British South Africa troops under General Botha capture Otymbingue, German Southwest Africa.
2. Opening of great Austro-German offensive in Galicia. (Gorlice-Tarnow)
7. Germans capture Libau, Russian Baltic port. Lusitania, Cunard liner, sunk by German submarine off Kinsale Head, Irish coast, with loss of 1152 lives; 102 Americans.
9. Opening of the Second Battle of Artois on western front.
23. Italy declares war on Austria-Hungary and begins invasion on a 60 mile front.
25. Asquith reorganizes his liberal ministry as a coalition.
31. German Zeppelins bombard suburbs of London. 

June
1. Navy let first contract for lighter-than-air craft in ordering one nonrigid airship from Connecticut Aircraft (later the DN-1).
4-6. German aircraft bomb English towns.
15. Allied aircraft bombs Karlsruhe, Baden, in retaliation.
22. Lemberg recaptured by Austrians.
26. Montenegrins enter Scutari, Albania.
29. First of twelve battles of the Isonzo begins on the Italian front. 

July
7. Secretary of the Navy, Josephus Daniels, in a letter to Thomas A. Edison said that the Navy required "machinery and facilities for utilizing the natural inventive genius of Americans to meet the new conditions of warfare." This letter prompted creation of Naval Consulting Board of civilian advisers which functioned throughout World War I, and which included in its organization a "Committee on Aeronautics, including Aero Motors."
9. German Southwest African surrenders to British South African troops under Gen. Botha.
10. Naval Aeronautic Station, Pensacola, tested sextant equipped with a pendulum-type artificial horizon and reported that pendulum type was unsatisfactory for aircraft use, but that a sextant with a gyroscopically stabilized artificial horizon might be acceptable. 

August
5.  Warsaw captured by Germans.
6. Gallipoli Peninsula campaign enters a second stage with the debarkation of a new force of British troops in Suvla Bay, on the west of the peninsula.
8. Russians defeat German fleet of 9 battleships and 12 cruisers at entrance of Gulf of Riga.
11. US Naval Observatory requested Eastman Kodak to develop an aerial camera with high-speed lens suitable for photography at 1,000 or 2,000 yards' altitude.
19. Arabic, White Star liner, sunk by submarine off Fastnet; 44 lives lost; 2 Americans.
21. Wilson sends notes to Secretary of War Garrison and Secretary of the Navy Daniels directing them to draft a defense program.
25. Brest-Litovsk, Russian fortress, captured by Austro-Germans.
28. Italians reach Cima Cista, north-east of Trent.
30. British submarine attacks Constantinople and damages the Galata Bridge.
31. Lutsk, Russian fortress, captured by Austrians. 

September
1. US Congress supplemented appropriation of Army aeronautics to $13,281,666 from $300,000 of previous fiscal year.
6. Czar Nicholas of Russia assumes command of Russian armies. Grand Duke Nicholas is transferred to the Caucasus.
22. Opening of Second Battle of Champagne on western front
25. Allies open offensive on Western front and occupy Lens. 

October
5.  Franco-British force lands at Salonika and Greek ministry resigns.
9. Belgrade again occupied by Austro-Germans.
12. Edith Cavell, English nurse, shot by Germans for aiding British prisoners to escape from Belgium.
13. London bombarded by Zeppelins; 55 persons killed; 114 injured.
14. Bulgaria at war with Serbia.
15. Great Britain declares war on Bulgaria.
17. France at war with Bulgaria.
19.  Italy and Russia at war with Bulgaria.
19. Two Americans die in sinking of Arabic off Ireland.
21. The Washington Post carries story that General Staff is planning to send a force of 1 million soldiers overseas.
24. Baltimore Sun carries story that General Staff is planning to send a force of 1 million soldiers overseas. War College Division denies allegations in Washington Post and Baltimore Sun. American General Staff, in response to request from Secretary of War Lindley M. Garrison, devotes much of the year to preparing the "Statement of a Proper Military Policy for the United States."
29. Briand becomes premier of France, succeeding Viviani. 

November
5. Nish, Serbian war capital, captured by Bulgarians.
6. First catapult launching from a ship underway, made from the U.S.S. North Carolina in Pensacola Bay, by Lt. Cmdr. H. C. Mustin.
24. Serbian government transferred to Scutari, Albania. 

December
All-metal fully cantilever-wing monoplane produced by Hugo Junkers in Germany, the J-1 powered by a 120-hp Mercedes, made its first successful flights.
4. Henry Ford, with large party of peace advocates, sails for Europe on chartered steamer Oscar II, with the object of ending the war.
12. An all-steel frame, fabric-covered combat plane successfully flown, one designed by Grover C. Loening and built by Sturtevant Aeroplane Co.
13. Serbia in hands of enemy, Allied forces abandoning last positions and retiring across Greek frontier.
15. Gen. Sir Douglas Haig succeeds Field Marshal Sir John French as Commander-in-Chief of British forces in France.
20. Dardanelles expedition ends; British troops begin withdrawal from positions on Suvla Bay and Gallipoli Peninsula.
22. Henry Ford leaves his peace party at Christiania and returns to the United States. 

	The Great War Timeline 1916 
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	January  February  March  April  May  June  July  August  September  October  November  December 

	January
11. Greek island of Corfu occupied by French.
13. Cettinje, capital of Montenegro, occupied by Austrians.
27. Wilson launches nationwide whistle-stop campaign to generate support for Preparedness and the Continental Army with three speeches in New York.
29-31. German Zeppelins bomb Paris and towns in England.
31. War College Division warns its civilian employees "to engage in no discussion whatever concerning the progress of the European War". 

February
3. Wilson delivers final speech of Preparedness campaign in Saint Louis.
10. British conscription law goes into effect.
19. Kamerun, German colony in Africa, conquered by British forces.
21. Beginning of the ten month Battle of Verdun. Germans take Haumont.
24. Acting Secretary of War Hugh L. Scott asks United States War College Division if any plans exist in the event "of a complete rupture" with Germany.
25. Fort Douaumont falls to Germans in Verdun battle. 

March
9. Germany declares war on Portugal on the latter's refusal to give up seized ships.
9. Pancho Villa's raid on Columbus, New Mexico.
15. First U.S. tactical air unit in the field, the 1st Aero Squadron commanded by Capt. B. D. Foulois, began operations with General Pershing's expedition into Mexico.
15. Austria-Hungary at war with Portugal.
24. Sussex, French cross-channel steamer, with many Americans aboard, sunk by submarine off Dieppe. No Americans lost.
31. Melancourt taken by Germans in Verdun Battle. 

April
French employed first air-to-air combat rockets, four Le Prieur rockets attached to each strut of Nieuport fighter, credited with downing of German hydrogen-inflated Zeppelin LC-77. The Belgian, Willy Coppens, and Briton, Albert Ball, reportedly used rockets effectively against German balloons until incendiary bullets were developed.
4. American naval and military attaches in Paris and London draft plan for mobilizing US shipping to carry an American army to Europe, but their plan is ignored (this plan did not survive, but is referred to in a memorandum of 14 November 1916, Record of the Joint Army and Navy Board)
19. President Wilson publicly warns Germany not to pursue submarine policy.
20. Russian troops landed at Marseilles for service on Frenchfront.
24.  Irish rebellion begins in Dublin. Republic declared. Patrick Pearse announced as first President.
27. Marshal Lord Kitchener, British Secretary of State for War, asking for American military participation in Europe.
29. British force of 9000 men, under Gen. Townshend, besieged in Kut-el-Amara, surrenders to Turks.
30. Irish rebellion ends with unconditional surrender of Pearse and other leaders, who are tried by court-martial and executed. 

May
4. Germany renounces submarine policyÑ"Sussex Pledge"
8. Cymrio, White Star liner, torpedoed off Irish coast.
14. Italian positions penetrated by Austrians.
15. Vimy Ridge gained by British.
19. Britain and France conclude the Sykes-Picot Agreement
22. French airmen successfully destroyed five of six German balloons using Le Prieur rockets on their Nieuport fighters.
26. Bulgarians invade Greece and occupy forts on the Struma.
31. Jutland naval battle; British and German fleets engaged;heavy losses on both sides. 

June
3. National Defense Act authorizes five-year expansion of US Army, but at the same time drastically limits size and authority of US War Department General Staff
4. Beginning of the Brusilov offensive against Austria-Hungary
5. Kitchener, British Secretary of War, loses his life when the cruiser Hampshire, on which he was voyaging to Russia, is sunk off the Orkney Islands, Scotland.
6. Germans capture Fort Vaux in Verdun attack.
21.  Allies demand Greek demobilization.
27. King Constantine orders demobilization of Greek army. 

July
1. Battle of the Somme opens; British suffer approximately 60,000 casualties on the first day
14. British penetrate German second line, using cavalry.
15. Longueval captured by British.
22. US Navy requested Aluminum Co. of America to develop a suitable alloy for fabrication into Zeppelin-type girders.
25. Pozieres occupied by British.
29. US Marines land in Haiti
30. Black Tom Island munitions plant destroyed; German sabotage suspected
30. British and French advance between Delville Wood and the Somme. 

August
3. French recapture Fleury.
22. President Wilson signed Navy appropriation bill, which included $3,500,000 for naval aviation.
27. Roumania declares war on Austria-Hungary.
28. Italy at war with Germany.
28. Germany at war with Roumania.
31. Germany suspends submarine assaults
31. Bulgaria at war with Roumania. Turkey at war with Roumania. 

September
Wright-Martin Aircraft Corp. contracted with French company to manufacture the Hispano-Suiza engine in the United States.
2. Bulgarian forces invade Roumania along the Dobrudja frontier.
2-3. First German Zeppelin shot down by RFC aircraft over Britain; five Zeppelins were brought down over Britain during 1916.
13.  Italians defeat Austrians on the Carso.
15. Tanks introduced on the Somme battlefield by the British capturing Flers, Courcelette, and other Germans positions on Western front.
26. Combles and Thiepval captured by British and French.
29. Roumanians begin retreat from Transylvania. 

October
15. Germany resumes U-boat attacks under search and destroy rules
24. Fort Douaumont recaptured by French. 

November
"Design Requirements for Airplanes" (A.P. 970), a basic six-page pamphlet, was issued by the British Royal Aircraft Factory of Farnborough.
2. Fort Vaux evacuated by Germans.
7-9. Wilson wins reelection, which was in doubt until the California returns
13. British advance along the Ancre.
21. Britannic, mammoth British hospital ship, sunk by mine in Aegean Sea.
22. Emperor Franz Josef of Austria-Hungary, dies. Succeeded by Charles I.
23. German warships bombard English coast.
28. Roumanian government is transferred to Jassy.
28. First airplane raid on London, by a German seaplane.
29, US occupation of Santa Domingo proclaimed 

December
1. Allied troops enter Athens to insist upon surrender of Greek arms and munitions.
5. Asquith resigns as Prime Minister; replaced by Lloyd George
6. Bucharest, capital of Roumania, captured by Austro-Germans.
7. David Lloyd George succeeds Asquith as Prime Minister.
12. Germans issue peace note suggesting compromise peace
15.  French complete recapture of ground taken by Germans in Verdun battle.
18. Wilson requests statement of war objectives from warring nations in peace note; British offended by implication that their war aims are no more moral than Germany's
20. US Army Balloon School established at Fort Omaha, Nebraska.
26. Germany replies to President's note and suggests a peace conference.
30. French government on behalf of Entente Allies replies to President Wilson's note and refuses to discuss peace till Germany agrees to give restitution, reparation and guarantees. 

	The Great War Timeline 1917 
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	January  February  March  April  May  June  July  August  September  October  November  December 

	January
1. Turkey declares its independence of suzerainty of European powers. Ivernia, Cunard liner, is sunk in Mediterranean.
3. Germany announces resumption of unrestricted U-boat warfare
9. German leaders decide to launch unrestricted U-boat warfare
10. Allies state war objectives in response to Wilson's peace note of 18 December 

February
1. Germany resumes unrestricted U-boat warfare
3. United States severs diplomatic relations with Germany. Count Von Bernstorff is handed his passports.
5. British General Staff estimates that no more than 250,000 American soldiers could be in Europe even after a year
7. California, Anchor liner, is sunk off Irish coast.
13. Chief of British Imperial General Staff Sir William Roberston expresses grave doubts about American fighting capabilities
13. Afric, White Star liner, sunk by submarine.
17. British troops on the Ancre capture German positions.
24. Great Britain releases Zimmermann Note to US.
25. Laconia, Cunard liner, sunk off Irish coast.
26. Wilson requests authority from Congress to arm US merchant ships.
26. Kut-el-Amara recaptured from Turks by new British Mesopotamian expedition under command of Gen. Sir Stanley Maude.
28. United States government makes public a communication from Germans to Mexico proposing an alliance, and offering as a reward the return of Mexico's lost territory in Texas, New Mexico and Arizona.
28. Submarine campaign of Germans results in the sinking of 134 vessels. 

March
1. Zimmermann Note released to press by State Department; Armed Ship Bill passes House
3. British advance on Bapaume. Mexico denies having received an offer from Germany suggesting an alliance.
4. Senate adjourns without passing Armed Ship Bill; "Little group of willful men" successfully filibuster
8. US Naval Act carried appropriation of $1 million for purchase of basic aeronautical patents by the Federal Government.
10. Russian Czar suspends sittings of the Duma.
11.  Bagdad captured by British forces under Gen. Maude.
12. Wilson announces arming of merchant ships by executive order
14. China breaks with Germany.
15. Culmination of "February Revolution"; Czar Nicholas II abdicates. Prince Lvoff heads new cabinet.
17. Bapaume falls to British. Roye and Lassigny occupied by French.
18. Peronne, Chaulnes, Nesle and Noyon evacuated by Germans, who retire on an 85-mile front. City of Memphis, Illinois, and Vigilancia, American ships, torpedoed.
19. Alexander Ribot becomes French premier, succeeding Briand.
20. Wilson's Cabinet votes unanimously for war
21. Healdton, American ship, bound from Philadelphia to Rotterdam, sunk without warning; 21 men lost.
26-31. British advance on Cambrai.
29. War College Division issues report: Calls for large force of between 500,000 and 1,000,000 -- and optimistically estimates that at least ten months would be required to ship a force of 500,000 to Europe once it was raised and trained, putting the earliest effects of US involvement in mid- to late-1918; openly plans to send US force overseas, but argues against offensives through Macedonia or Holland; repeats opposition to sending an untrained American army overseas; Wilson publicly calls for a national army to be "raised and maintained exclusively by selective draft." The NACA recommended preparation of 3-year programs for aircraft production to the Secretaries of War and the Navy. 

April
1. German submarine campaign exacts heaviest damage of war: 881,027 gross tons, 500,000 of which are British
2. Wilson delivers war address to Congress at 8:32 pm
1. Aztec, American armed ship, sunk in submarine zone.
5. Missourian, American steamer, sunk in Mediterranean.
6. United States declares war on Germany. The Aviation Section of the Signal Corps consisted of 35 pilots, 1,987 enlisted men, and 55 training airplanes. Navy Aviation and Marine Corps combined had 48 officer-pilots, 239 men, 54 airplanes, 1 airship, 3 balloons, and 1 air station. 
7. Cuba and Panama at war with Germany.
8. Austria-Hungary breaks with United States.
9. Germans retreat before British on long front.
10. Sir William Robertson advocates to Haig the dispatch of immediate American expeditionary force "to get some Americans killed and so get the country to take a real interest in the war".
9. Bolivia breaks with Germany.
13. Bolivia severs relations with Germany
13. Vimy, Givenchy, Bailleul and positions about Lens taken by Canadians.
16. Lenin arrives in Russia 20. Turkey breaks with United States.
22. President Wilson suggests to the belligerents a peace without victory.
31. Germany announces intention of sinking all vessels in war zone around British Isles. 

May
7. First aerial bombing of London by German bombers at night.
9. Liberia breaks with Germany.
11. Russian Council of Workmen's and Soldiers' Delegates demands peace conference.
15. Gen. Petain succeeds Gen. Nivelle as Commander-in-Chief of French armies. Gen. Foch is appointed Chief of Staff.
16. Bullecourt captured by British in the Arras battles.
17.  Honduras breaks with German.
18. Conscription begins, with the Selective Service Act signed by President Wilson.
19. Nicaragua breaks with Germany.
20. First aircraft sinking of a submarine, the German U-36, in the North Sea by a British flying boat.
22-26. Italians advance on the Carso.
28. Pershing leaves New York harbor for France aboard Baltic 

June
2. Aviation Section became the Airplane Division of the Army Signal Corps, and Maj. B. D. Foulois was appointed officer-in-charge on July 23.
4. Aircraft Production Board and the Joint Technical Board on Aircraft authorized the construction of five prototype models of 8- and the 12-cylinder Liberty motors. Engine designs had been worked out in a Washington hotel room by J. G. Vincent of Packard Motor Car Co. and E. J. Hall of the Hall-Scott Motor Car Co. during the previous week, applying current engineering practices to mass production techniques.
5. Registration day for new draft army in United States.
7. General Staff issues plan to ship American forces at a rate of 120,000 per month beginning in August; this rate of dispatch would not be realized until April 1918
7. Messines-Wytschaete ridge in English hands.
8. Gen. Pershing, Commander-in-Chief of American expeditionary force, arrives in England en route to France.
14. Wilson, in his Flag Day Address, declares that the initial American Expeditionary Force will be followed by more soldiers as quickly as possible, and that these soldiers will not be held in the US for training
15. Espionage Act
18. Haiti breaks with Germany.
26. First US troops (1st Division) arrive in France 

July
1. Russians begin offensive in Gallicia, Kerensky, Minister of War, leading in person.
2. Pershing makes first request for a US army of 1,000,000
3. American expeditionary force arrives in France.
4. First 8-cylinder Liberty aircraft engine arrived in Washington, D.C., for test by the National Bureau of Standards. Design, manufacture, and assembly of this motor had required less than 6 weeks.
6. Canadian House of Commons passes Compulsory Military Service Bill.
11. Pershing suggests that figure of 1,000,000 is only initial size, and a total force of 3,000,000 should be the goal
12. King Constantine of Greece abdicates in favor of his secondson, Alexander.
16-23. Retreat of Russians on a front of 155 miles.
20. Alexander Kerensky becomes Russian premier, succeeding Lvoff.
20. Drawing of draft number for American conscript army begins.
22. Siam at war with Germany and Austria.
27. First British DH-4 arrived in United States and became model for the first combat aircraft produced in volume in the United States.
31. Passchendaele offensive (Third Battle of Ypres) opens in Flanders
31. Franco-British attack penetrates German lines on a 20-mile front. 

August
1. Pope Benedict XV makes plea for peace on a basis of no annexation, no indemnity.
7. Liberia at war with Germany.
8. Canadian Conscription Bill passes its third reading in Senate.
14. China at war with Germany and Austria-Hungary.
15. Canadian troops capture Hill 70, dominating Lens.
17. Field Marshal Jan Christian Smuts, Chairman of a Sub-committee on Imperial Defence, submitted classic proposal for creation of an autonomous air force in the British military structure.
19. Italians cross the Isonzo and take Austrian positions.
21. First airplane powered by Liberty engine successfully flown, the L. W. F. Engineering Co.'s "Model F" biplane.
25. US Navy "NC" flying boat development was initiated by Chief Constructor of the Navy, D. W. Taylor, in a memo outlining general requirements of such an aircraft to combat the submarine menace and "to fly across the Atlantic to avoid difficulties of delivery, etc." Acting Secretary of the Navy, F. D. Roosevelt, authorized development of "NC" flying boats capable of flying the Atlantic. 12-cylinder Liberty motor passed a 50-hour test with power output of over 300 hp prior to being ordered into mass production.
28. Pope Benedict's peace plea rejected by President Wilson. 

September
1. Pershing establishes his general headquarters at Chaumont
3. Riga captured by Germans.
Brig. Gen. W. L. Kenly appointed Chief of the Air Service, AEF, the first time control of Army air activities was placed under a single head.
14. Paul Painleve becomes French premier, succeeding Ribot.
16. Russia proclaimed a republic by Kerensky.
20. Costa Rica breaks with Germany.
21.  Gen. Tasker H. Bliss named Chief of Staff of the United States Army.
26. Zonnebeke, Polygon Wood and Tower Hamlets, east of Ypres, taken by British.
29. Turkish Mesopotamian army, under Ahmed Bey, captured by British. 

October
3. War Revenue Act; graduated income tax authorized
6. Peru and Uruguay break with Germany.
9. Poelcapelle and other German positions captured in Franco- British attack.
11. Brazil severs relations with Germany
severs relations with Germany
17. Antilles, American transport, westbound from France, sunk by submarine; 67 lost.
18. British De Havilland DH-4 ordered into series production in the United States 6 months after U.S. entry into World War I. By the end of the war, about 4,500 had been built, and of the total of 1,216 American-built planes to reach the Western Front, all but three (two Le Peres and one experimental DH-9) were DH-4's.
23. American troops in France fire their first shot in trench warfare.
23. French advance northeast of Soissons.
24. Austro-German breakthrough at Caporetto on Italian front
25. Italians retreat across the Isonzo and evacuate the Bainsizza Plateau.
26. Brazil at war with Germany.
29. First DH-4 completed, flown at Dayton, Ohio.
31. Beersheba, in Palestine, occupied by British. 

November
1. Germans abandon position on Chemin des Dames.
3. Americans in trenches suffer 20 casualties in German attacks.
6. Passchendaele captured by Canadians.
6. British Mesopotamian forces reach Tekrit, 100 miles northwest of Bagdad.
7. The Russian Bolsheviks seize power in Russia, led by Lenin and Trotzsky, seize Potrograd and depose Kerensky. Allied Supreme War Council created at Rapollo, Italy.
8. Gen. Diaz succeeds Gen. Cadorna as Commander-in-Chief of Italian armies.
10.  Lenin becomes Premier of Russia, succeeding Kerensky.
15. Georges Clemenceau becomes Premier of France, succeeding Painlove.
20. British launch surprise tank attack at Cambrai. 
21. Ribecourt, Flesquieres, Havrincourt, Marcoing and other German positions captured by British.
23. Italians repulse Germans on the whole front from the Asiago Plateau to the Brenta River.
24. Cambrai menaced by British, who approach within three miles, capturing Bourlon Wood. 

December
1. German East Africa reported completely conquered. Allies' Supreme War Council, representing the United States, France, Great Britain and Italy, holds first meeting at Versailles.
3. Russian Bolsheviki arrange armistice with Germans.
5. British retire from Bourlon Wood, Graincourt and other positions west of Cambrai.
7. Finland declares independence.
7. United States and Austria-Hungary at war.
8. Jerusalem, held by the Turks for 673 years, surrenders to British, under Gen. Allenby.
9. Jerusalem captured by British
10. Panama at war with Austria-Hungary.
11.  United States at war with Austria-Hungary.
15. Armistice signed between Germany and Russia at Brest-Litovsk.
U.S. Navy airplane design placed under LCdr. W. Starling Burgess, Bureau of Construction and Repair.
17. Coalition government of Sir Robert Borden is returned and considered
confirmed in Canada.
22. Central Powers and Soviets open peace negotiations at Brest-Litovsk. 

	The Great War Timeline 1918 
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	January  February  March  April  May  June  July  August  September  October  November  December 

	January
8. Wilson's Fourteen Points speech to joint session of Congress 

February
11. Wilson's Four Principles speech to joint session of Congress
16. Plant for assembly of American-made airplanes began operations at Romorantin, France. 

March
3. Soviet Russia and Central Powers make peace with Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
21. Ludendorff launches his series of major offensive assaults against the British , known as the 'Kaiserschlacht' (Battle of Picardy) in an effort to gain a decisive victory before the effect of the America entering into the War can be fully realised. Major successes are reported.
23. German offensive redirects towards Amiens and Paris.
First American military balloon ascension in the AEF took place at Cuperly, Marne, France.
26. Doullens Agreement gives General Foch "co-ordinating authority" over the western front
27. First aircraft built at the Naval Aircraft Factory, the H-16 seaplane, was flown for the first time, and was later used for the antisubmarine patrol from United States and European stations.
28. German Operation 'Mars' repulsed at Arras. 

April
4-5. Australians halt German advance at Villers Bretonneux.
9. Germans launch 'Georgette' the second assault of their 1918 offensive (Battle of the Lys) in British sector of Armentieres.
14. Foch appointed Commander-in-Chief of Allied forces on western front
23. First oversea shipment of Liberty motors arrived at assembly and repair station at Pauillac, France.
23-24. British attempt to blockade Ostend harbour fails. 

May
11. First American-made DH-4, with Liberty engine, received in the AEF.
16.Sedition Act; amendment to Espionage Act of 1917
17. First flight made in France of an American-built military aircraft, a DH-4, built by Dayton Wright Co. adapted from English design.
20. US Army Aeronautics was divorced from the Signal Corps and two air departments were created: Bureau of Military Aeronautics and Bureau of Aircraft Production.
24. First consignment of American-built flying boats, six HS-1's, arrived at Pauillac, France.
25 . German U-boats make their first appearance in US waters
27. German offensive 'Blucher' launched. Third phase of 1918 German offensive (Third Battle of the Aisne) begins in French sector along Chemin des Dames
28.  28th Regiment of US 1st Division goes into action at town of Cantigny
29. German troops advance to the Marne but are stopped by US Divisions. 

June
6. 2nd Division captures Bouresches and southern part of Belleau Wood
9. Opening of fourth phase of 1918 German offensive (Battle of the Matz) in French sector between Noyon and Montdider
15-16.  Austrian offensive at Asiago defeated by combined British and French force. 

July
Standard Aircraft Corp. requested to build Italian Caproni and English Handley-Page bombers. 2. Allied Supreme War Council supports intervention in Siberia
6. Wilson agrees to American intervention in Siberia
15. Ludendorff launches final phase of German offensive (Second Battle of the Marne)
18.Allied counterattack seizes strategical initiative from Germans; nine US divisions participate 

August
3.Large-scale Allied intervention begins at Vladivostok
8. Anglo-French counter-attack at Amiens supported by heavy artillery and 400 tanks achieves major successes. Ludendorff describes it as 'the Black Day' for the German army.
10. 1st US Army organized under Pershing
17. American-designed bomber, Army Martin MB-1, made its first flight with T. E. Springer as pilot. It became the first standard bomber of the Air Service but did not enter combat, while later modifications of it were used by the Post Office Department. 

September
4. American troops land at Archangel in North Russia
12 . United States launches St. Mihiel offensive
19. Opening of British offensive in Palestine (Battle of Megiddo)
26.Meuse-Argonne offensive
29.Bulgaria signs armistice
12. American offensive at St Mihiel.
23. British 15th Cavalry Brigade attacks Haifa.
26. Allied offensive at Meuse-Argonne opens; greatest offensive of war for US forces 

October
] 1. First bombing using electrical releases, Allied bombers in an attack on German infantry counterattack.
3-4. Germans and Austrians send notes to Wilson requesting an armistice
12. Pershing forms 2nd Army under command of General Bullard
21. Germany ceases unrestricted U-boat warfare
26.  Ludendorff is dismissed.
28.  Kiel mutiny by German sailors. 

November
1. Americans breakthrough German defences at Meuse.
3. Mutiny of the German fleet, Soviets take control of Kiel.
3. Americans cut vital Lille-Metz rail link.
5.Congressional elections result in Republican control of Congress
11. On the eleventh hour, of the eleventh day, of the eleventh month, the Armistice is signed effectively halting the War. The final Treaty of Versailles, is signed on June 28, 1919.
With the signing of the Armistice, the US Army Air Service had a total of 195,024 personnel, of which 20,568 were officers, and the AEF had 3,538 airplanes while 4,865 were in service in the United States. Naval aviation consisted of 6,716 officers and 30,693 men, with 282 officers and 2,189 men in Marine Corps units with a total of 2,107 airplaines, of which 1,172 were flying boats.
18. Wilson announces that he will attend peace conference personally 

December
13. Wilson aboard the liner George Washington arrives at Brest, France 


